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From the Pastor:

Paul wrote to the Christians at Colossae words of both encouragement and
challenge to develop a solid faith and be committed disciples and witnesses.
One of Paul’s disciples, Epaphras, actually founded the church. The city and
the church were plagued by a heresy that threatened to lead it away from
Christ — a heresy that focused on human thought and a mysticism named
Gnosticism. See if this belief system doesn’t sound a bit familiar... “that God
is good, but matter is evil, that Jesus Christ was merely one of a series of
emanations descending from God and being less than God (a belief that led
them to deny His true humanity and divinity), and that a secret, higher
knowledge above Scripture was necessary for enlightenment and salva-
tion”.... “a secret higher knowledge above Scripture...” The early church
faced many challenges as the people sought to be true to their new faith in
Christ while put down by these “higher thinkers.” It wasn’t easy as they
came from all kinds of families and backgrounds. Some came from some
very orthodox beliefs and others from traditions and practices not centered
on faith in a living God, from secular or even pagan backgrounds. The mes-
sage of the Gospel was and is needed by every person, even if they consid-
ered the gospel beneath them. The Holy Spirit would be speaking in the
depths of every person, no matter what their history or culture - they needed
Jesus. To the converts Paul wrote in Colossians 2: 6 So then, just as you
received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7 rooted
and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and over-
flowing with thankfulness. 8 See to it that no one takes you captive
through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradi-
tion and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ.
9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and in
Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is the head over every power
and authority.

Dear Jonestown believers, as you have received Christ, stand firm in your
faith no matter the response of the world around you, it’s conditional ac-
ceptance or outright rejection of you and your faith. Live your lives in Him...
develop roots and foundation in Jesus.. grow confidently strong in your Bib-
lical faith... live in a state of gratitude not complaining or discouragement.
Paul encourages them — and us - to be shaped and strengthened by their
Christ theology and not the weak, deceiving and limited human philosophies
laid upon the foundations of traditions and evil. Christ is Lord of all and
above all limited human perspective. In Christ you will be complete when
you live under the authority and in the power of Jesus Christ, our Lord and
our God. As the Psalmist put it: (Psalm 37:) “3 Trust in the LORD and do
good; dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness. 4 Delight yourself in the
LORD, and He will give you the desires of your heart. 5 Commit your way to
the LORD; trust in Him, and He will do it.” Amen.

~Pastor Al

PONDER with
Lewis....

The writer of
Proverbs says
these words in
Chapter 4. Verse
18 “The path of the righteous
is like the first gleam of dawn”
and verse 23 “ Above all else,
guard your heart, for it is the
wellspring of life.” Based on
these verses Carole Mayhall
wrote a short article entiled
“Fill My Emptiness”. Create in
me Lord...a pure heart, yes.
But Father, even more. Create |
in me...(out of nothing for
that’s what creation means)
an expectant heart... may I
stand on tiptoe waiting each
moment in joyous anticipa-
tion for what you are going to
do! Create in me an enthusi-
astic heart -”en theo”-
meaning “in God”, God in me,
filled to overflowing with you,
Lord! Create in me a laughing
heart-one that sees the seren-
dipities of an autumn leaf and
mist upon the mountains and
hears the chuckle of a child.
Create in me a heart of integ-
rity. To be real, not to talk
above my walk, not to try to
impress. Create in me a caring
heart-tender toward the hurts
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YOGA STRETCHING will be the 1st and 3rd Saturday
of the month at 8:30am. Please see Lori Jackson for addi-
tional details if you are interested.

Hump Day Prayer with the Pastor... Every other
Wednesday... from 6:30-7:30AM on the sidewalk at the
church. The pastor prays for the community, those travel-
ling by, the people of the community young and old. “I
have felt a deep concern for the individuals, families, and
the community as a whole and thought I would offer the
opportunity for anyone to stop and ask for prayer person-
ally for themselves, their families, or some concern on
their heart as well on a Wednesday (Hump Day) morn-
ing.” [Watch the bulletins for dates]

TESTING OUT A NEW/ADDITIONAL WEBSITE
We are exploring some possibility/testing out a site found
at . This may be a place
where it will be possible for various leaders to update in-
formation for their ministry area with more ease. Check it
out and share some ideas.

JUNE CARE TEAM

Week of June 2nd

Ingrid Steiner 717-585-4001
Week of June 9th

Karen Bene 717-673-2833
Week of June 16th

Nancy Rautzhan 717-865-3061
Week of June 23rd

Pam Gray 717-865-3997
Week of June 30th

[PONDER Con’t] and happenings of others, more con-
cerned with their needs than with my own. Create in
me attentive heart-able to hear your whisper, and
moment by moment listen to your voice. Create in
me a contented heart-at peace with circumstances of
life. Create in me a hungry heart-longing to love you
more, desiring your word, reaching...stretching...for
more of you. Creator Lord, create in me. Amen.

David wrote Psalm 51 when the prophet Nathan
came to him after David had committed adultery with
Bathsheaba hear what he says in verse 10-17.
(10)”Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a
steadfast spirit within me.” (11) “Do not cast me from
your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.” (12)
Restore to me the joy of you salvation and grant me a
willing spirit, to sustain in me.” (13) Then | will teach
transgressors your ways, and sinners will turn back to
you.” (14) “Save me from blood guilt, O God, The God
who saves me and my tongue will sing of your right-
eousness.” (15) “ O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth
will declare your praise.” (16) “ You do not delight in
scarifices, or | would bring it; you do not take pleas-
ure in burnt offerings.” (17) “My sacrifice, O God, is a
broken and contrite heart, O God, which you will not
despise.”

PLAN NOW FOR A 2024
MISSION TRIP
Plans are now beginning for
a trip to Red Bird Mission in
Henderson, KY next Sum-
mer:

June 23-28, 2024
See Steve Yeagley for infor-
mation and also to help plan
the trip if you are

interested. 2
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COMING SOON!

Kids Club at Jonestown Methodist Church

A great group of dreamers met to explore and then plan the beginnings of a Kids Club that
will meet on a Sunday Evening once a month starting on July 14th. We will meet from 5:30-
7:30PM on the 2nd Sunday of the month. The theme for the first year will be “The Fruit of the
Spirit”. The vision team felt that the positive character models in the Fruit of the Spirit will
be a blessing to all the children, no matter what age (and even we adults helping) - - For-
giveness, Kindness, Compassion, Joy, Hope...

We will have take home materials for between Kids Club meetings. Bibles for the Students
will be made available as they actively participate in the learning and fun. Each week we will
have Teaching, Music, Crafts, Snacks, games, and more. Watch for sign-ups and invite your children, neigh-
bors, friends entering 15t-6th grade.

Vacation Bible School
. ALY Lme e @'Av@gwng -~

- ——

Mon - Thurs: June 17th-20th 6PM - 8PM
Sponsored by Zions Lutheran and Jonestown UMC
Location: Jonestown UMC: 109 W. Market Stree

Dk, a0

Register @ zionsjonestown.com OR scan-
(Age 4 through finished 5th grade)

VBS 2024: RIVER OF LIFE

Please join us, along with Zion's Evangelical Lutheran Church, for VBS this summer! If you are interest-
ed in helping in any way, please call or text Heather (812-525-2613) or Tish (717-821-1509). Please
check to make sure your clearances (child abuse history and criminal history) are up to date. Call the
office or email secretary@jonestownumc.org with questions.

RED ROSE SUNDAY

June gth will be our Red Rose celebration. It will be a combined service at 10:00am followed by a din-
ner in the fellowship hall. Please sign up for the dinner on the sheet in the narthex. Thank you.

132nd MT. LEBANON CAMPMEETING

July 14-21, 2024 will be holding evening services at 7:00pm each evening Monday-Saturday. If you
would like additional information please check their website at www.mtlebanoncampmeeting.org.
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JUNE MISSION PARTNER

Special offering for June is for Red Rose. This year our oun @Y@ "AIN
Red Rose offering is the special for June and has been
designated to go towards putting a new complete bath-
room on the first level of the parsonage, (estimated cost Friends and members of our church may activate the
with doing the work ourselves $15,000). The other project prayer chain by calling the pastor or one of the team
is in the works is replacement of the one air conditioning leaders indicated by a star (*).
unit in the sanctuary that has gone bad, (bid price re-
ceived is $14,000). Team 1: *Lewis & Eleanor Artz
APRIL FINANCIAL UPATE (717-865-3447)
Budgeted for April = $11, 113.00 John & Nancy Rhen (717-865-4317)
Received in total for all categories = Teri Light (717-813-8347)
$12, 356.00 .
Expenses $13’ 674.00 Gal’y Miele (71 7-383-2941)
Team 2: *Larry Major (717-865-3442)
LCCM NOON MEAL Jeff & Diana Waltermyer (717-865-5675)

Team 3: *Doris Crouse (717-865-5554)

Jonestown UMC May Free Noon
Judy Mowry (717-279-0809)

Meal will be on
Kay Horner (717-865-5538)

June 7th and July Sth. George/Nancy Rautzhan (717-865-3061)
JUMC is responsible for preparing the noon Lewis Artz (717-865-3447)
meal the first Friday of each .month thro.ugh Larry Major (717-865-3442)
volunteers from our congregation, adults in the .
winter, fall, and spring, and our Youth Ministry Doris Crouse (717-865-5554)

in the summer. Currently we make about 100
lunches distributed to those in need noon-
1pm. If you are interested in helping, contact
Howard Lee (717-228-7249) or Bob Hillegas
(717-865-7478)

Free Food Box Distribution
June 8th @ 1PM

Area United Methodist Churches have been
distributing food boxes over the last two years
to needy families in our area. You can help

WANTED: Individuals willing to learn some sim-
ple steps to follow and add perhaps add some
creativity to our Live Streaming Worship Services.

unload food Thursday 6/6 in the afternoon, We are always looking for persons willing to pro-

late Friday morning 6/7, and help assemble vide relief for those regularly serving in this area

boxes Friday evening at 6PM, and/or help dis- when they need a break or will be away OR share

tribute the boxes to those who come on Satur- the load on a Sunday Morning with set-up or trou-

day 6/8 at 1PM. (Setup at ~12:30PM) ble shooting when needed. Please contact Pas-
tor Al if you are interested in some simple instruc-
tions.



2024 Annual Conference and 2024 (Postponed from 2020) General Conference There

were some major changes at both conferences this past year.
General Conference:

The amount of money coming from Annual Conferences to the General Church were reduced
from a current base rater 3.29% to 2.6% (2025-2026) and 2.9% (2027-2028 — if the collec-
tion rate is 90% or higher in ’25-"26). This is an adjustment due to the residual effects of
challenges from the pandemic and the impact of disaffiliation of approximately 20% of the
churches from the denomination.

Revision of the Social Principles — first time in nearly 50 years. In addition to language changes
regarding human sexuality and inclusiveness, advocating for human dignity and combating
racism, caring for the planet and supporting healthy community settings for all people eco-
nomically, socially, and politically.

The Paragraph 2553 offering a path for disaffiliation was officially ended.

Ordained Deacons are now permitted to preside at the sacraments — Holy communion and Bap-
tism — in their appointed assignments. This is especially helpful for those serving as chap-
lains.

The removal from the Book of Discipline the prohibitions of appointment and ordination of “self-
avowed practicing homosexuals” and also the prohibition of performing same-sex marriages.
Language protecting the rights of pastors to still determine what marriages they will/will not
perform and also for the churches to make a determination of what services will be held with-
in their facilities. This particular action brought forward the re-instatement of a pastor’s or-
ders who had them removed under the previous language of the discipline.

Annual Conference:

The Annual Conference, in line with the General Conference approved the change to a new pen-
sion program for the conference and denomination. This new program is a personal and pri-
vate type program funded by the churches and pastors and monitored and facilitated but not
funded by the annual conference.

There were nine churches closed.

A memorandum of understanding was established to consolidate staffing and leadership between
the Greater New Jersey Annual Conference and ours in Eastern PA.

A budget for the E PA Conference was approved.

High School Graduates:

,"'V

William Hillegas: Northern Lebanon HS and entering the US Army. His plans are to
continue to college following his service.

Makenna Lambrecht: Northern Lebanon HS and will be working on writing a novel as
well as holding a full-time job.

Aidan Miele: Northern Lebanon HS with plans on pursuing a career in the trades in the HVAC field.
Rebeccah Unger: Tulpehocken HS to attend U. of Pittsburg: Johnstown for the Natural Sciences: Biology
and Environmental Science

College Graduates:

Hanna Bashore: Graduated Cum Laude from Lebanon Valley College with a B.S. in Exercise science. Cur-
rently in the Masters program at LVC for Athletic training. Plans to intern in Florida with the Fish-
ercats, the minor league Blue Jays team in 2025 and hopefully continue on as an official trainer.

Lindsay Keiser: Graduated Summa Cum Laude from Lebanon Valley College with a B.S. in Chemistry and
minor in History. Continuing her studies next in the UK at Univ. of Warwick in Coventry toward a Masters
in Analytical and Polymer Science.



In response to some inquiries I am including the info on the church activity last years as to our support of
missions. Some of these items are ongoing and some are monthly and some are budgeted items. In 2023 we
gave the following to the missionaries that we support though budgeted amounts.

Heinsmans/Team $1300.00
Pahutskis/Pioneers $1300.00
Samuteb Hospital 700.00
Our Daily Bread $100.00

In addition these we support through our monthly special offerings, On these what comes during the month
goes directly out to the mission.

January - AMMI $225.00

February -JOY $998.00 (Some people give to this all year long and everything goes to
JOY

March -Lenten Offering $205.00 (This is decided each year by the board to support a special need.

In 2023 it went to Back to school blessing through the NL Ministerium.

April — Camping $425.00 Usually on one of the months we get a special offering for what
was Camping Scholarships. With the few campers we are supporting right now we have changed April, to
NL Ministerium. We do have people that support Gretna Glenn on a regular basis and anything that comes
in for Gretna or the Camping scholarships we give directly to the Camp.

May -UMCOR $1058.00 Disaster relief through One Great Hour of Sharing

June -Red Rose $6245.00 The Trustees are supposed to designate a project each year for
this offering. None was designated in 2023.

July-ALIGN $350.00

August -LCCM $825.00

September -Shoebox  $1200.00 This is for the shoebox postage for the boxes we fill. This is handled
through Samaritans Purse.

October — Lebanon Rescue Mission $1735.00

November -Bill Lovelace $330.00

December -NL Ministerium $1294.00 Each year December is designated by the Ad. Board. In

2023 It was decided to give it to The newly formed Northern Lebanon Ministerium to help with start up
costs.

Usually on one of the months we get a special offering for what was Camping Scholarships. With the few
campers we are supporting right now we have changed that to April, NL Ministerium. We do have people
that support Gretna Glenn on a regular basis and anything that comes in for Gretna or the Camping schol-
arships we give directly to the Camp.

I hope this helps clear up any questions on the missions of JUMC and how the offerings are designated.
In the future I will try to update more often probably on a quarterly basis.

In the mean time pleas contact me with any questions you may have.

May God Bless JUMC and our endeavors.

Pat Sheehan



Thanks for contacting those we
C don’t see in church to let them know
we miss them. Calls or cards mean a

MINISTRY TEAM lot, especially to those who are home
bound. Ellie Artz continues in nursing home, and would love to
hear from you or see you if you can visit. Frank and Jan Sebas-
tian and Lewis are in their homes, as are Phil Lengle, and Nancy
and John Rhen. Please check the JOY table for a list and address-
es of these members. All would appreciate knowing you are
thinking of them! Don’t forget the Care Booklets in the circular
rack available for you to take. If you know of a care concern,
please contact anyone on the care team. Also, if you would like to
be on the Care Team, please see Pam Gray. We would be happy
to welcome new members as we are down to five. We send cards,
make phone calls, and take meals to families when needed. We
also serve a funeral luncheon when asked. It is a great way to ex-
tend God’s love to others at a difficult time.

JOY clients may now shop once a week
J onestown either on a Tuesday from 10-12, Thurs-
day from 4-7, or Friday from 10-12.
utreach Thank you all for your generosity in
v . a \ donating to JOY. Some needed items
Pantrll &> are: canned pasta, chunky soup, Ramen
soup, cream soups, canned fruit, canned
chicken, spam, tuna, juices, paper towels, dish liquid, other
cleaning supplies, and shampoo. A complete list of needed items
is on the JOY table to take along or check the website at joypan-

try.org. Please mail monetary donations to: JOY Food Pantry,
P.O. Box 121, Jonestown, PA 17038.

"Friends Together” - “"Potluck Picnic” Wednes-

CEUPR

day
June 12th at 12:00 noon
(please note the change of day
and time)

Friends Together
- i
'{;‘) The next ladies meeting, “Friends Together”, will
be on Wednesday, June 12th at 12:00 noon

( please note the change of day and time) for a
Potluck Picnic at Memorial Lake. You can either meet at the church for
aride (11:30) or go directly to Memorial Lake at the Upper Road Pavil-
ion. Please bring a chair if you wish, and a plate, utensils, and drink for
yourself, and a dish to share. See Pam Gray for details and sign up in
the narthex. Please indicate what dish you want to bring, and if you
need a ride. We will then take a vacation from meetings, starting up
again in September. Our ladies’ group has volunteered to collect and
sort clothes for the NL Clothes Closet by the Northern Lebanon Minis-
terium. We will continue to work on this project. Donations of clean,
gently used clothes for men, women, and children can be put in the la-
beled tote in the narthex or on the tables in the basement in the middle
Sunday School room by the kitchen. The NL Clothes Closet is located in
some rooms in the Jonestown Elementary School (recently purchased
by IU 13) for storage, sorting, and shopping for eligible Northern resi-
dents for free. Please see Pam Gray if questions, or to find out how to
sign up, if you want to volunteer. They can still use volunteers to sort,
as they get many donations. Thank you for your support for this project.
There will be a Senior Citizens time to shop ( no financial eligibility re-
quired...only need to be a NL resident) during the week of June 10-14,

CHURCH EVENTS

eTuesdays 6:30pm- Conversa-
tions with the Father

eTuesdays 7:00pm-Creative Min-
istries

eTuesdays 7:15pm-Praise Team
Rehearsal

eSundays 10:15am-Praise Team
Rehearsal

eJune Thursdays, 4:00pm-7:00pm
-JOY Pantry

eJune Tuesdays/Fridays, 10:00am
-12:00pm-JOY Pantry

eMay 31, 6:00pm—Ladies Night
Out-last until fall

eJune 10, 24 10:00am-12:00pm—
NL Clothes Closet-sorting

eJune 12, 26 6:30am-7:30am—
Hump Day Prayer With The
Pastor

eJune 4, 11, 18, 10:00am-
12:00pm—NL Clothes Closet-
shopping

eJune 6, 20—NL Clothes Closet-
shopping 4:00pm-7:00pm

eJune 22—NL Clothes Closet-
shopping 10:00am-12:00pm
and 1:00pm-3:00pm

eJune 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15-NL
Clothes Closet-shopping-
Senior Week

eJune 7, 10:00am-LCCM Noon
Meal

eJune 1, 15, 8:30am—Yoga
Stretching

eJune 6, 4:00pm—unload trailer

eJune 7, 6:00pm—Food Box As-
sembly

eJune 8, 8:00—Men’s Breakfast

eJune 8, 1pm—Food Box Distri-
bution.

eJune 10, 6:30pm— Church
Council

eJune 12, 12:00pm—"Friends
Together” Potluck Picnic-
Memorial Lake

eJune 17, 6:30pm—Trustee Meet-
ing



CELEBRATE OUR GUESTS: In addition to personally welcoming and
getting to know people you are either
meeting for the first time or are getting re
-acquainted with, we are invited those
normally attending to share one of the
guest bags while introducing yourself
and personally welcoming guests/
visitors.

We have seen a number of guests join-
ing us for worship and at a variety of
events sponsored by the ministries of
Jonestown Church. There are some
small bags to be handed out to our
guests that include a brochure about our
church, a refrigerator magnet with the
contact information for our congregation,
a pen, etc.

CONVERSATIONS WITH OUR HEAVENLY FATHER
Tuesday evenings starting June 4th, 6:30-7:30pm

Please join me for prayer. We will have a short devotion, and then we will spend
time with our Father. Personal prayer, prayer for our country, our community, our
church family, and each other. It will be ALL of our time with Him. Teri Light

With Lori Jackson Tuesdays
starting June 4th, 7:00pm-
8:00pm.

This may or may not involve puppetry.
10 years old through adult are welcome
to join. Speakers, actors, writers, tailors, artists, interest in sound, lighting. No ex-
perience necessary. Text Lori 717-926-4572.

There is a change in the date for Ladies Night. It will be held on
Friday, May 31 at 6 pm. This will be the last one until the

fall. Look for the group to return with our mission support of Shoe
Box assembly. For May, this could be a great time to work on
individual projects. Bring craft projects you may currently be
working on or engage in completing puzzles or coloring books
available at church. Doors open at 6 pm but join us when you
can. Take out is ordered for those needing dinner. We wrap up
for the night around 9 pm. Join us in an evening of fellowship
and fun. Call Karen Bene if you have questions at 717-673-2833.

Northern Lebanon Clothes Closet:

Northern Lebanon Clothes Closet :"Shopping: Open on Tues, June 4th and 18th from 10-12; on June
6th and 20th 4-7, Sorting: on Monday, June 10th and 24th from 10-12; Shopping: Saturday, June 22
from 10-12 and 1-3. Also this month Shopping: Senior Week from Mon. the 10th through Fri., June 14
from 10-12 each day. Any Senior citizen of Northern Lebanon can shop...no financial eligibility required."



JUNE BIRTHDAYS

1 Kayla Showers

3 Mary Grimes

4 Mary Smith

5 Alexandra Spangler
5 Taylor Guirate

6 Joshua Kohr

6 John Hall

9 Kelley Rudy

10 Nicholas Auchenbach
11 Valerie Rymoff

13 Brandon Reichl

14 Derek Hocker

16 Katelyn Neiswender
16 Morgan Rymoff
17 Aryah Bashore

19 Frank Sebastian
21 Bob Hillegas

22 Gary Wolfe

24 Bob Bashore

24 Lucas Gienow

24 Alicia Showers

24 Betty Wolfe

28 Krissy Johnson

Psalm 28: 7-9

The Lord is my strength and my
shield, in Him my heart trusts, and I
am helped. My heart exults, and with
my song I give thanks to Him. The
Lord is the strength of His people; He
is the saving refuge of His anointed.
Oh, save Your people and bless Your
heritage! Be their shepherd and carry
them forever.

Fhoppi

>
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JUNE ANNIVERSARIES

8 Bernie, Jr. & Karen Showers
10 Bob & Pam Hillegas

18 Gino & Sharon Ingram

30 Ralph & Cheryl Major

My Prayer List:
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